
Elections for the new committee will be held at the AGM. All positions are open, 

and nomination forms are available in the shop. The deadline for nominations is 

5th September 2019. We welcome ònew bloodó on the Committee! 

Renewal of membership is due on 30th June .                

Presidentõs Report 

The extended warm spell this autumn has been a bonus for the Friends of the   

Garden. The beautiful weather for our Open Day and Plant Fair ensured a very      

successful event, and plant sales continue to be good.  

 

The Friendõs volunteers have turned up in great numbers and the Garden looks 

great as a result. I have noticed many plants flowering totally out of season        

including some of the bat plants that are usually out in the warmer months. With 

the recent rains as well, I think we will have a bumper year for new growth, flowers 

and seeds in the coming months.  

  

Our Curator, Rick Ackland, has outlined his list of projects for the coming year.  

The major new development is the creation of the Botanistõs walk through the 

NSW garden area. Currently we have the Garlambirla Creek Walk , developed in  

partnership with the local Gumbayngirr peoples, displaying the plants used in daily 

life; bush tucker and medicinal plants given pride of place.  

We also have the Early Settlerõs walk, highlighting the native plants growing in this 

region that early settlers used to create shelter, tools and the medicines they 

needed to survive.  

 

The Botanistõs walk will include new garden displays, tours and school programs 

commemorating Banks and Solander on the Endeavour. This is a missing link      

between our existing Garden displays and will show the historical journey in terms 

of botanical collections and their contribution to botanical knowledge of the time.  

 

Publicity and Marketing:  

One of the issues raised at the June Committee meeting was the lack of a publicity 

and marketing plan for the Botanic Garden. Currently these are undertaken on an 

ad hoc, informal basis. For an attraction of our size it needs to be a forward ð

looking approach based on the strategic aims of the Garden . This is why we 

have a survey for visitors currently underway to let us know what we are doing well 

and what we could do better. We hope to have the survey completed and the     

analysis done by October.  We are looking for assistance with development of 

the marketing plan, so if anyone has experience in this area and the time  

available, come along and help the Friends with this project.  

 

Lindy Hills, President
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                                                               The Corymbias  

In the eighteenth century, Frenchmen often had long and involved names. Charles Louis 

LõH®ritier de Brutelle was no exception. He was born into a wealthy family and was engaged in 

several occupations, including magistrate. He became a keen amateur botanist and met with 

Joseph Banks and Carl Linné.  

 

Unlike some of his associates, he was a reformer, and avoided the guillotine during the French 

Revolution, but in 1786 he was embroiled in a dispute with the Spanish and French 

governments over ownership of an extensive collection of plant specimens from the New 

World. He was ordered to hand over the collection, but took it to England and worked with 

Banks for fifteen months. In that period, he had access to Banksõ collection, and in 1788, he 

published the name Eucalyptus obliqua , from a specimen collected in Tasmania on Cooks third 

voyage.  

This was the first -named Eucalyptus.  

Hundreds of Eucalyptus  species have since been named, but a group known as bloodwoods 

(because some of them weep a blood -coloured sticky gum) was recognized by being named as   

òsub-genus Corymbiaó. This name was derived from the way many of this group display their 

flowers ð in a showy arrangement known as a corymb , where the flower stems vary in length 

so that the flowers are almost in the same plane. Most of the fruits (gumnuts) in this group 

have urn -shaped fruits, some very large. Bark varies a lot, from rough and tessellated (like 

crocodile skin) to smooth and sometimes mottled.  

 

In 1995, a scientific paper promoted this group to a separate genus ( Corymbia ). This met with 

resistance, and a fair amount of teeth -gnashing, but the dust has settled and most botanists 

now accept the change.  

There are now about 100 Corymbias, mostly found in the northern 

tropics and a few in drier areas. Notably the òghost gumsó of Albert 

Namatjira paintings are now Corymbia aparrerinja. (see picture)  

There are several on the East coast, including two in the botanic 

garden, C. gummifera  (òred bloodwoodó) and C. intermedia (òpink 

bloodwoodó). These have tessellated bark and are not easy to tell 

apart. The vernacular names refer to timber colour ð the flowers are 

white.  

 

The best -known bloodwood is Corymbia ficifolia (òRed flowering 

gumó) which comes from a small area of South-west WA, but has been 

widely planted in temperate areas. The white, pink, red or 

orange flowers appear reliably in summer, but in Coffs 

Harbour it usually doesnõt live long enough to flower. For some 

years it has been hybridized and grafted onto East coast 

species in order to increase its longevity in the garden. Grafted 

hybrids like òSummer Redó and òSummer Beautyó are 

occasionally available, but while they produce lovely flowers, 

they still donõt last long in our climate, so are not often seen 

here now. Worth growing for a few years if you can get them.   

 

Barry Kemp   

Blossom  photograph: Jim Barrow  
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C. Ficifolia òSummer Redó  

Photograph: Jim Barrow  



What could be better than a wander through 

the Botanic Garden, admiring the plants in 

bloom and reflecting on just how much has 

changed in this beautiful garden over the 

years? 

 

The garden guides take to the paths on the 

third Thursday of every month , one guide 

leading and teaching the rest about the 

plants of a particular country or section of 

the Garden. Newcomers are encouraged to 

come along for a stroll and enjoy the 

lovely place we have chosen to support 

and volunteer.  

 

No specialist knowledge is needed to be-

come a guide, just a love of plants and the 

environment, and a curiosity about the   

natural world. We learn from sharing         

experience and acquired knowledge, and 

take pleasure in teaching.  

 

From time to time visitors request a guided 

tour of the Garden and our guides volunteer 

their time and knowledge to take groups 

around. These guided tours must be booked in 

advance, and when there are visitors who are 

òless friskyó, a people mover, which also needs 

to be booked in advance, will be available with 

a knowledgeable guide/driver.  

 

The next guiding workshop is on the 18
th

 July, 

at 10 am, and you are very welcome to come 

along for a leisurely stroll and learn about the 

Garden. We hope you will decide to become a 

guide.  

 

Guiding contact: Kaye Stannard:  

kayestannard52@gmail.com  

Critters that may be found in our Garden  

The creatures mentioned here are to be admired and           

photographed, but please do not try to touch any of them. Even 

normally docile creatures will fight back if alarmed!  

 

Green Tree Snake . (Dendrelaphis punctulata ) This snake may look 

fierce but is completely harmless and very beautiful. Also known as 

the common tree snake, it is a frequent visitor to the Garden where 

it thrives on frogs and reptile eggs. The snake is active during the 

day.  

 

Pictures: T. Harragon  

 Short beaked Echidna. (Tachyglossus aculeatus).  

This little chap was distressed and struggling to remove a leech 

from its rear end when found by two of our guides. They      

sprinkled salt on the engorged leech, which dropped off         

immediately. The echidna nonchalantly starting hunting for food 

straight away .  

Echidnas and platypuses are Monotremes , ancient creatures that 

lay eggs and suckle their young. They live only in Australia and 

Papua New Guinea. The echidna lays a single egg which develops 

in its pouch. The baby puggle  suckles from milk patches, and is weaned as soon as it starts to 

grow spines. (I wonder why??)  

Echidnas are the anteaters of the Australian world, and thrive in environments from snowy     

alpine regions to harsh desert, wherever there are termites. Fortunately, they love our Garden!  

Picture: Jan Whittle.                                ~  3 ~  

The Garden Guides  



Education in the Botanic Garden . 
 

Introducing children (and adults) to the natural world is one of the highly important aspects that  

distinguishes a Botanic Garden from an open park. Our Garden hosts an active program of          

education for children from kindergarten to high school students throughout the year.  

 

During the BGANZ (Botanic Gardens of Australia and New Zealand) Open Day on 26 May this year, 

children really enjoyed the simple pleasure of squishing and shaping little bits of clay into a large 

marble sized ball then coating each ball with various paper daisy seeds. The youngsters took the 

balls home to cast into their own gardens in the hope that these would eventually germinate.  

 

This is a technique that Landcare and landscapers sometimes use with native plant seeds to 

create a naturally wild native bush garden.  

 

The children also loved meeting the creepy crawlies and beasties that play such a vital part in    

composting and aerating the soil thus providing nutrients for plants.  

  

Hot on the heels of the BGANZ open gardens day, the annual Biological Diversity days went in a 

highly successful whirl. Previously named AusBiota, this series of workshops are presented for the 

teachers and 11 year old school students of several regional schools by the Australian Museum, 

Taronga Zoo and our Botanic Garden. This year schools travelled to the Garden for the program 

from Grafton, Maclean, Coffs Harbour, Kempsey, Port Macquarie and Taree.  

  

Sue McEntyre                                      

        __________________ 

Plant invaders of the worst kind.  

 

What do we know about invading species?  

The obvious answer to this vexed question is: òNothing until we learn the hard wayó.  With hindsight 

we now recognise the fact that rabbits, foxes, cats and cane toads have thrived because natural 

predators are few. Our endangered native species have suffered from alien predation and incursions 

into their natural habitat from animals that adjust and thrive in Australiaõs unique environment.  

 

However we have not fully realised the subtle damage that alien species of plants  wreak on        

Australiaõs native species. 

 

Take a look at  the spectacular African Tulip tree  (Spathodea campanulata ). 

Classed as a Category 3 pest tree in Queensland where it is forbidden to 

sell or distribute the plants, it has been included in the Global Invasive   

Species database òTop 100 Worldõs Worst Invadersó.  

Why?  

The flowers secrete a toxin which is lethal to our native bees . The     

poison works so swiftly that bees and other insects often die in the flowers  

themselves. As the scout bees are the first to die, they are unable to warn 

the colony.  

 

In its native country, Africa, the flowers are pollinated by birds and bats, 

which arrive in the district later than the bees. The tree has evolved a toxic 

mechanism to kill bees, which are attracted to the nectar but do not       

perform  the necessary function of pollination .  In tropical and subtropical climates, the trees 

flower almost year round, and are often the only food source for bees in the winter months. It is a 

disaster in the making.  

 

Our bees are vital pollinators for native  plant species. Australia would do well to get rid of these 

aliens and give the bees a chance to thrive again.  
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